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Happy Summer! I hope this letter finds everyone relaxed and enjoying these beautiful summer days. 
We have been working hard to clean and prepare New Haven for the 2018-2019 school year, and things are 
looking wonderful. Before we know it, all of our students will be back, filling the halls and classrooms with 
smiles and laughter. ( I can’t wait!)  

I wanted to take this time to welcome you to the 2018-2019 school year, and on behalf of our staff 
thank you in advance for sharing your most treasured gifts with us this school year. It is our pleasure to both 
teach and learn with your child this year. Unfortunately, this is a lengthy letter, but I wanted to answer as many 
questions as I could prior to the school year in addition to filling you in on some school information. I’ll also 
share some upcoming events that I would love to see you at! 
 

PTA Membership drive: Our PTA is the largest parent organization that we have. As the principal, I 
rely on our SBDM parent members and our PTA to help guide decisions for New Haven. A solid relationship 
and parent voice is extremely important for a strong school, and educational foundation for our children. We 
have amazing parent involvement, and we would like to continue and build upon those relationships. We have 
about 1,800 parents/guardians at New Haven, and it would be amazing to have them all as members of our 
PTA. In order to shoot for that (why not?) we will be starting a membership drive beginning JULY 13th 
through JULY 27th. Any family that joins as a PTA member online during these dates above will be emailed 
their child’s homeroom teacher.  Otherwise, homeroom information for each student will be given at Open 
House on August 8th. Memberships prior to these dates will not be recorded. Emails will be sent to the email 
address that the school has on file (or through PTA’s website upon subscribing), and a special email will be 
addressed to each student. Emails will be delivered within 2 days of your membership. You can join online at 
https://newhavenptaky.membershiptoolkit.com/home OR go to our school webpage / quick links / PTA / SHOP/ 
JOIN PTA. Again- those dates don’t begin until JULY 13th.  

 
Open House: The last newsletter sent out in May, I shared that Open House for 1st grade through 

5th grade will be on Wednesday, August 8th from 4:30 to 7:00 pm. This is an opportunity for you to find out 
your homeroom teacher, visit the classroom, talk with our teachers, tour the school, bring in supplies, and pay 
school fees / lunches. You can also take care of transportation arrangements if your child will be picked up, 
complete background check documents if you would like to chaperone, &/or sign up for Parent Portal (online 
access to your child’s grades/attendance. * If you have access already you don’t need to sign up again.) If you 
are on vacation and will not be able to attend Open House you can call after August 8th and we will be able to 
give you your child’s homeroom information.  
Kindergarten Open House will be Tuesday, August 7th from 4:30 to 6:30. We have a separate Open 
House for our kindergarten because it can be an overwhelming experience with 5 other grade levels of 
experienced students all over the building. We want to give all of our new Tigers and their families an 
opportunity to tour the school, ask questions, and see the classrooms/teachers without the crowds. (Please note 
that our K team will NOT be present on 8/8/18) 
 

Communication: As the principal, I send out a monthly newsletter through Infinite Campus, through 
our Facebook page, and we post it on our school webpage. In these newsletters, I always share any upcoming 
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events, school changes, district information, celebrations, and anything that has been requested. I am a 
working parent being pulled in many directions just as most of you are too. As a parent, I value open, proactive 
communication, and that is what I will strive to deliver to you. I am requesting that you take the time to read 
over our school handbook to familiarize yourself with a variety of procedures and policies. For example, 
questions about our dress code, student pick up procedures, lunch visitors, or even extra curricular activities 
can all be found within the handbook, plus many more topics. Students 1st- 5th have a copy of the handbook in 
the front of their agendas so that you have it on hand at all times, but you can also find an electronic copy of it 
on our website. You can also find a copy of the school’s policies on our webpage. Each classroom teacher will 
have a mode of communication, which they will explain to you. The school generally uses email through Infinite 
Campus, All calls (using the number you list as contact #1 on the enrollment card), Facebook, and our 
webpage. Our PTA also has a website and facebook page that will keep you up to date on student events and 
activities, as well as, ways to get involved and parent information. We also keep a “TEAM CALENDAR” on our 
webpage that has field trip information, clubs, team practices, and school wide events on it. Given the variety 
of communication modes, everyone should be well informed of what is going on at New Haven. At any point if 
you have questions about anything, please reach out to any of us.  
 

1st day of school: We begin the 2018-2019 school year on Wednesday, August 15th. I LOVE the 
first day of school, but it can be overwhelming for many. The first few days of school are different simply 
because we are getting to know each other, and establishing routines and procedures. We have ALL 
non-homeroom staff out in the halls and common areas helping students, walking them to classrooms, etc. We 
do this for the first week of school, and then there are always staff stationed in the halls throughout the year to 
help with student monitoring.We treat all students as our own children because while they are with us, they 
are. I realize that many parents want to bring their children to school on the first day, and we do allow you to 
walk your child to class on the 1st and 2nd days. Beginning on Friday, all students will go to classrooms 
independently, and all visitors will have to sign in through the office and receive a visitors badge. Visitors are 
not allowed in the classrooms without the teacher knowing ahead of time. We do this so that the students and 
teachers can begin establishing a routine for the school year, and so that we are protecting our student’s 
instructional time. Our school doors open at 8:00 am and students will go to the gym or the cafeteria (for 
breakfast) until the classrooms open up at 8:30 am.  
 What to expect the first week of school:  

1) Delayed transportation both picking up in the morning and delivering in the afternoon. You can find 
your pick up and delivery approximate times on the district website under transportation. 
(http://www.transportation.boone.kyschools.us/livewq/webquery/) This link will also give you the location in 
which your student will be picked up and dropped off at. PLEASE understand that the times may vary a few 
minutes, and it is guaranteed to be off by 10 to 15 minutes the first few days of school as the driver gets to 
know all of the students and their route.  

2) Traffic jams. If you are dropping off in the morning there will be a lot of traffic, and congested parking. 
Our parking situation has been my nemesis for years, and with our growth and current construction issues it 
will not be getting any better. If you are planning on picking your child up from school, PLEASE let us know 
ahead of time. We are dismissing almost 1000 children at the end of the day, and although it may not seem 
like a huge request to change modes of transportation at the last minute, it really is. Our #1 concern is keeping 
our students safe, and even though it may inconvenience you, we will ask for identification, and we will require 
you to follow the pick up procedures. I have included a form explaining our pickup procedures and note that 
you can send in with your child (ren) on the first day of school to make this process easy for everyone and 
ensure that we know exactly how your child is to be getting home. If we do NOT receive a note regarding 
transportation changes, we do have to follow what is on their enrollment information. You must park in a 
parking spot. Any vehicles not in an identified spot may be ticketed. Parking is limited. If your child can ride the 
school bus, we highly recommend it.  
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3) Paperwork. I am going to just apologize now. We have tried to condense as much as we can, but 
there is no way around it. This is information that we need, so that we can take care of your child (ren) in the 
best manner that they deserve. We need to have emergency contacts on file, and have your input regarding 
many different things right from the beginning. Our classroom teachers will be managing the forms and turning 
them into the office as a class set. If you could get that back to them as quickly as possible we would very 
much appreciate it. We do ask for updated enrollment forms every year because information such as phone 
numbers, emails, and emergency information changes regularly. Please know that we only ask for it so that in 
an emergency we are following your wishes.  

4) A great experience! Hopefully the first week of school is just the start to an awesome school year for 
everyone. We want open communication from school to home right from the gate, so if you have questions, 
want to get involved, etc.  please feel free to reach out to us! Any staff can be reached by email, and all 
certified staff have voicemail. (** We do not forward phone calls to the classroom while teachers have students 
in their rooms. You can ask for their voicemail and then they will return your phone call on their open planning 
times) We have a ton of exciting events and experiences already planned for our kids this year, like field trips, 
over-nights (4th / 5th), COSI, carnivals, celebrations, etc. It’s shaping up to be a year to remember.  
 

Curriculum Evenings: We will have an evening in which parents can come to school and we will share 
specific information regarding some procedures (school and classroom), curriculum information (standards work 
and programs we use), and general grade level / classroom expectations (grading, homework, classroom 
management, schedules, etc.) . We do separate this event into 2 different evenings, 1 for Intermediate (3rd - 5th) 
and 1 for Primary (k-2nd). Intermediate will be Wednesday, August 29th from 5:00 to 6:30 pm and 
Primary will be Thursday, August 30th from 5:00 to 6:30 pm. We do this to accommodate parents of 
multiple children, and space / parking! More detailed information regarding these evenings will be shared once 
school has started. We would love for you to save the date! 

 
I will be sending out additional updates as they happen. For example, if we add a teacher to a grade 

level, or have anything change with our building or procedures. I will send these out via email to our Infinite 
campus addresses, as well as, posting them on Facebook. If you have not already found us on facebook, you 
can find us at: https://www.facebook.com/newhavenelementary 

 
A Quick Look at Upcoming Dates:  

● July 13th - 27th- PTA membership drive- “Homeroom Teacher Reveal” Online only 
● August 1st and 2nd - Kindergarten Camp (for those that signed up previously) 
● August 7th- Kindergarten Open House (4:30 - 6:30 pm) 
● August 8th- 1st grade to 5th grade Open House (4:30 to 7:00 pm)  
● August 15th - 1st day of school! (YEA!!!)  
● August 28th- PTA General Meeting @ 6:30 “New Haven Clubs & Programs” 
● August 29th- Intermediate Curriculum Night 
● August 30th- Primary Curriculum Night  
● September 3rd- Labor Day (NO SCHOOL) 
● September 4th - 5th (5th grade Camp Carlisle Trip = Arnett Family) 

                   5th - 6th (5th grade Camp Carlisle Trip = Lonneman Family) 
 

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer as it begins to come to a countdown for school! I can’t wait to 
see all of our new and familiar faces!  
 

Best Wishes, 
 

Mary Goble, Principal  


